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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-2 and 5-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Novomatic (WO 00/43088). 

With respect to claim 1 , Novomatic teaches a gaming apparatus comprising: 
• a user interface comprising: 

o first display means for displaying a plurality of player symbols 
arranged in main game player sets each comprising a sequence of 
symbols and each corresponding to a respective one of a group of 
main games (Fig. 1 , displaying the player ticket); and 
o second display means for displaying a plurality of randomly- 
selected symbols arranged in main game random sets each 
comprising a sequence of symbols and each corresponding to a 
respective one of said main games (Fig. 1 , displaying 6 cards with 
randomly-selected symbols); and 
o input means operable by the user for selecting symbols to form a 
sequence thereof, the first display means being operable to display 
that sequence as a main game player set (Page 5, lines 26-31 , 
describing touch-screen monitors); and 
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o processing means for selecting said randomly-selected symbols , 
said processing means further incorporating calculating means 
operable to calculate 

■ (i) a main game win for a player by comparing a main game 
player set with a corresponding main game random set 
(Page 7, lines 3-7, describing the main criteria for winning), 
and 

■ (ii) a bonus game win for a player by comparing a bonus 
symbol set formed by the symbols at a predetermined 
position in the sequences of the main game player sets with 
a random bonus game set formed by the symbols at a 
predetermined position in the sequences of the main game 
random sets (Page 9-10, lines 22-5, describing the third, or 
bonus, criteria for winning). 

With respect to claim 2, Novomatic teaches that each of the symbols in each 
main game player set forms part of a respective bonus symbol set for which the 
calculating means is operable to calculate a win (Page 9-10, lines 22-5, where the same 
selections for criteria 1 are used for criteria 3). 

With respect to claim 5, Novomatic teaches that the machine is operable to 
randomly select symbols to supplement player-selected symbols used in previous main 
games in order to form one or more bonus symbol sets, the number of supplementary 
symbols being dependent on the number of displayed main game player sets (Page 2, 
lines 11-14, where symbols are assigned as necessary to supplement symbol sets). 
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With respect to claim 6, Novomatic teaches that the machine is operable to 
substitute randomly-selected symbols for already-selected symbols used in previously- 
played main games so as to affect subsequent bonus game win calculations (Page 2, 
lines 11-14, where symbols are assigned as necessary to supplement symbol sets). 

With respect to claim 7, Novomatic teaches that the processing means is 
operable to randomly select the symbols of each main-game random set using a 
"without replacement" procedure from a predetermined larger set, whereby the 
possibility of duplicate symbols within a main game random set is avoided, while 
duplicate symbols may appear within bonus game sets (See Fig. 3, where the player is 
capable of selecting the same number on different cards, where the selection of 
symbols is not duplicated for each individual card, and where aligning the players cards 
in a matrix for the bonus game can cause duplicate symbols). 

With respect to claim 8, Novomatic teaches that the machine is operable to 
arrange the symbols selected by the player in a random manner to obtain the sequence 
forming a main game player set (Page 6, lines 30-32, where the symbols are arranged 
randomly). 

With respect to claim 9, Novomatic teaches that within each main game player 
set, the symbols are displayed in a sequence corresponding to the order in which they 
were selected (Page 6, lines 30-32, where the symbols are arranged progressively). 

With respect to claim 10, Novomatic teaches that wherein the symbols within 
each main game player set are alpha-numerical, and are arranged within each set in 
alpha-numerical order (Page 7, lines 8-10, where the symbols are arranged 
numerically). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Novomatic teaches a means for selecting symbols to 
be treated by the calculating means as wild card symbols for the purpose of calculating 
bonus game wins (Page 6, lines 26-29). 

With respect to claim 12, see the rejection with respect to claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 13, Novomatic teaches a housing supporting the user 
interface and the processing means (Page 4, lines 2-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Novomatic, as applied to claims 1-2 and 5-13 above, and Official Notice. 

With respect to claims 3 and 4, Novomatic teaches the machine of claim 1 . 
Novomatic does not teach that the bonus game is entered randomly, or that there are a 
random number of bonus games. Official notice is taken that randomly entering bonus 
games and randomly assigning a number of bonus games were well known in the art at 
the time the invention was made. Thus, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Novomatic 
to randomly enter the bonus game and to randomly assign a number of bonus games to 
play because it would have enticed players to continue playing in hopes of randomly 
entering a bonus round, thus increasing their chances of winning regardless of the 
result of the main game. 
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With respect to claims 1 4-1 7, Novomatic teaches the machine of claim 1 . 
Novomatic does not teach a multi-terminal gaming system operated by a server with 
capabilities of remote access. Official notice is taken that networking wagering games 
to servers, as well as implementing terminals with remote access, were well known in 
the art at the time the invention was made. Thus, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Novomatic to include multi-terminal networked machines as well as having 
remotely accessible terminals because it would have allowed the centralized 
management of many terminals, resulting in less maintenance for the machines and 
more profits for the owner. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THEOLOGOS KAFANTARIS whose telephone number 
is (571) 270-3845. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30- 
7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TGK 

/XUAN M. THAI/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



